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The attached cable on crime in Leningrad

provides another small and interesting glimpse.

Harry Rowen
C/NIC

Attachment

Date 18 November 1981
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9 SUBJECT: VICLEST CRIME IN LENMIMGRAD (LOWD) ®
1o SUMNARY, YIDLERT CRIVE, OFTEN DXSMISSED BY
) HCSTERS LTSERVERS A8 A “ARGIwWAL ASPECT OF SOVIET ®
LIFE, HeES BECOE & FRES 'J’!T TOPIC OF £ISCUSHIOH
UPING THE FBAST YELR LVIHG QUR UNOFFICIAL LEMIGGRAD
) Ch TACTS 44D I THE L"."'.‘i_L PRESs, OUR COMTACTS ®
GESERALLY AGREE THEAT PERISCAL SAFETY OM THE STREETS
Al AT RHUME Ho& DETERIURATED WIRKEDLY TVER THE PAST
® SEVERAL YEANS, JURGING PY THE RECEMT SURSE OF PRESS ®
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SEEY T CGNCUR, END SUNMLARY,

2e A ERICAN'S COMMENT THAT HE FEELS S4FER AT

MIGKTY Q‘ THE STREETS ﬂF LEVINGRAD THEN IM HIS HOME
CITY 1IN THE U,5, COMMONLY ELICITS GUFFAYE FROM OUR
LOGCAL GHVTACTS, THE RETORT, MWELL, Y7 SHOULDHNIT,"

AR AW ACCTAULT 0F 4 PERSDLAL, Dk FRIEVD'S, EXPERIENCE,
RANGING FEOY »4URGIHG T WURDER, S5NME SAMPLESS

en 4 MIFCLEAGEDN LOMAN 4AS ROBBED OF HER VALUABLES

AT KNTFE=POTMT Tl THE ESTEYNAY OF HEP APARTMENT

BUILGTNG AT S830 PN, LASRT JANUATY, SHE HAD SOZE

ROUGH +ORENTS “REN HER YOUNG ASSAILANT, DISSATISFIED
AITH THE Fiv RUSLES, CHEAP WATCH AND MEDDING RI'G

SHE HAS SURKENDERED, ACCUSED WEP OF WOLDING OUT On

HI¥ AND THRSATECES WER WITH THE KMIFE, 0OUR ACOQUAINTANCE
IS CERTAI" TRE YOUTH 5UULD KAVE STASYED HER HAD HE NOT
BEEN FRIGHTE.HD AnAY 3Y FUCTSTEPS Oi. THE STAIRS,

me 4 YOGUHG G0WAN LAS SURRDUNDED RY A BANMG NF SIX
YuUTHS ST mﬁJﬁh LF ITHGRED THORNDUSG Hvéaw DHE NIGHT

ECENTLY, Fuacﬁn ASATHST A VALL AwMD SEXUALLY MOLESTED,
THa ATTACKERS, CONTENT TO FRIGHTEN AxD YUMILIATE HER,
LET THE YJI'“ SOMAL G AFTER A FEY MIVUTESP SHE COULD
HEAR THEY LAUBHING AS n4¢ Raw A-AY, 3HE DOES 807
BELIEVE THEY @WFERE ORUN

we A& STULET AT £ SAJOR LEMINGRAD TECHRMICAL INSTITUTE
GAS ROEBED AMD HURDERED CQUTSIPE HIS LORMITORY EARLY
OMNE FYENIRG AT THE BEGIHFING DF THIS YEAR,

em A MINOLE=AGEL LEMIAGRAD UNIVEFSITY PROFESSOR MWAS
BEATEM T DEATH LAST YEAR BY A GAYG OF "HODLIGANSY

Ii' An ATTEMPTEN POAEERY VEAR THE SCHOUL'S PETERHNF

CAMPUS,

= A YOULE VAR WAS BURPRISED IN HIG DOWHTOM! APARTMENT
THIS SPRING RY TRREE YNUTHS wHO DEMAWDED HE HAMND OVER
RIS vaLuaBLES, DHREL THE YOUNG M0 RESISTED, THE
YOUTHS BREAT HIm WITH HETAL PIPES, RANSACKED THE
APARTMENT FOR SabARLE NAJECTS, STOLE HIS HMALLET
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AMD ESCAPED, THE VICTIY DIED AFTER 40 DAYS IM A ®
CGN&.

3, THE LTCAL PRESS HAS RECEMTLY BEGUM TO REFLECT

PUPULAS COVDERY VITH VIOLEMT CRIME, WHILE NEWSPAPERS

DID NGT fo THE PLST IGNORE THE EXISTENCE AF CRIME (IN
LERIwGRAD, THSY TEUCED TO COWFINE REPIRTING TO S0w

CALLEyY MeCoiTweIl" CRIMES (THEFT 9F STATE PPUOPERTY,
GLACK‘rrWFTmE“I Gy OFFICIAL CORRUPTINH) AND MHOOLIGANISVH
(VasnaLIdd, “ALTCICUS “ISCHIEF, PETTY THIEVERY), REPORTS
OF VIOLENT CFIME HERE EESERVED FOR THE INTERMATIONAL
PAGE, E&I'CE ThE 3PRInG OF THIS YEAR, HOWEVER, ACCOUNTS
OF LkC’L VIOLE nﬁ* ”“Vﬁ ““CUNF 4 FEGULAR FEATHRE IN THE
LENINGFAD PRESS,

—
el
A~
L 4

4, YUSG1N3 IS THE YIOLEST CRIME MOST FREQUENTLY RE=
POFTED It LOCAL E.8PAPERS (FOR RECENT FXAVYPLES, SEE
"VECHERRIY LENT GRAD,™ SEPT, 2, OCT. 31), THE VnDUS
DPEFANDI IS FAYILIAR T0 U.8, UR2AN DNELLERS: ATTACKS
TYPICALLY 4CEUR AFTER DARK, 0F DESERTZD STREET3 IN
RESINE TIAL VEIGHBORHOOTS; LUGGERS ARE USLALLY YOUNG,
UNEMBLOYEG 400 LOOKING FOk WONEY (TTH WKICH TO EUY
LIGUOR (1% THE U,S,, READ ®ORUGS"); THEY FRESUEMTLY
RUEK T PAERE R T a G006y VICTTS WY BE KNCCKED
OFF THEIR FEET, THEI® <ALLET OF HANDRAG LIFTED 17 THE
CONFUSICH, OF AOREED AT KAIFEFGINT,

- ® ® o e
»

&
B
-

S HHILE LiCAL 'YTFﬁL'”Y PUTS KYIVES OMLY IM THE
HANDS OF HOT=TE<PERED GECRGIANS AVENGING THEIR

HOWDR AT THE KUZDECHMTY MfPKET we AN TMAGE, IMw
CIGEMTALLY, MOT ITF““T FASIS Ik FACT (SEE MBMENA,Y
MAY 287 "VPL%“\-IY LEFNINGRAD," SEPT,2) wm KIIVES

ARE APPARERTLY THE iﬁ’””‘ OF CHNICE FOP THE 4AJPRITY
OF LENINGRALYG CRIMITALS, & KMIFE FIGURES IV VURE

LIFITES OFFICIN, SE SECTION 02 OF 02 LENINGRAD 02507
ThAt HALF OF THE VICLET CRIME STORIER RECOUNTED IN
THE LOGCAL PRERH, HIBDEMED CRIMIALS, wWHAA IV A
COUNTRY YITH LESS STRIVGENT FIREARY LAYS WOULD OwWN

A GUN, £RE LIKELY I THE SOVIET UMIDN TN USE
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KMIFES THUZ, THYEE LEJIIVGRAD BOODLUNME WHO COMe
VANDEFR A TAXT A8 A GETAWAY CAR "FLASH A BLADE®
Til CNsRCE ’THE MIJFF’ TC TAKE THENM 4HERE THEY WANT
Td &0 ("LE TG aDSKAYA PRAVDA," AYG, 7), FIRST
OFFENLERS, AN fuTICLE I "q"Ei‘A“ (AlIG, 14) SUGGESTS,
ARE LIKELY TO 45 KUIFE=TOTING TEEMAGFRS WHO FLARE
18570 YIOGLENCE 2URING A URUNKEN SPREFs A LEMINGRAD
HIGH SCHINL, STUNEMT STABS A STRAUVGER Id A PHONE

OOTH BECAUSE "HE 48 TALKIMG TOO LOMNG; I G07T
MAL oM

6, CRIEd INVOLVING GUNS, THOUGH RARE, ARE N6T
UYPRECtQCvTaJ. COVTACTS ASSURE 1S THAT GUI'S,
SVUGHLED InTo TWE USSR THROUGK CEVTRAL ASTA B
STOLEN FROV SOVIET VILITARY &ND MILITIA ARWORIES,
CIKCULATE &1 THE ALACKUARKET, THEIR MATT SUYERS
ARE REPORTECLY "SOVIET MAFIOSI," MEWIEE3 OF THE
CRIVINAL UYDERGADI D, OUP THOmYEAR SUFVEY OF THE
LOCAL PRESE 8Ho.§ 9ULY OUE REPCAT OF A CPIVE INa
VELVING TrE LSE OF FIRELR‘S; THE 0CT, 15 ECITION OF
"LENIUGEAIGKLY ) PRAVDAY FEATURED Af FREOUIT UF THE
CAPTURE CF 0 WIRCED AUD DANGERSUS CPT”I“AL" o

THE HISHUAY FETSEE. TALLIMG 40 LENINGRAD, THE
CRITIIAL, PERPETRATOP OF 3 UNNAJED gdT HEINAUS
ACT, HAD MYACARED TO SETZE AN AUTONMATIC PIFLE MWD
80 CARTRINGE3,M Ii HIS PIUICKED FLIGHT FROY
AUTHORITIES, PF OPECED FIRE G 160 AILITIAME!

AT THE TALLT#o TREIY STaTIN al'D “ADE HIS GETAwAY
I A TaXI, RIZCAPPING THE DRIVER AND TAKING A
HOSTAGE, MEBR ARV, HE SHAT UP A WIGHUAY PATROL
CAR, THE CEI#IUAL 11A3 FILALLY STOPBED 071 THE 0UTe
SKIRTS UF LEMINGLAD, LOUNBER 8Y AILITIA BULLETS,
THE DAY'S DiLY C/SUALTY,

7. ALTHUUGH T-F PRE3S GECEFALLY AVQIDS SEMSATINHALISH,
0uE QRIME STORY YE CAVE ACRCSS #AS SUFFICIEMTLY

LURIG T0 70 THE 4,Y, TAILY MEVS PROUD (MSOVETSKAYA
ESTONIYA," "CT, 18), & 17=YEAR=DLD LEHINGRAD 30
EZTERED THE WOUE OF 5 63mYEAR=OLD TALLICH #iOMAH,

STRUCK HES YEL THE HEAT JITH A HAMAER, RNBRED HER

OF 2 LAPGE SUY OF “ONEY UG THEN, LEAVING THE wOMAR

CUFTUEMTIAL
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UngOnSCINUS BUT STILL ALIVE, SET THE HOUSE OV FIRE
I Av ATTRE BT To DESTROY THE EVIDENCE OF HIS CRIME,
THE «0uis o vuémﬁw Y0 DEATH, THE SUBSEQUENT TRIAL
KEJE&L?F THAT T!E YOUTH, BFEHGEY pGDIQ;wV' AT
PREVIOUSLY COUMRITTED TWELVE WWICIOQUSY CHIMES TN
LENINGRAC «THOUT REING APPREMENDED} ﬁLL HIS VICTIMS
WERE ELUE%LY. 2O0INNOV RECEIVED THE #AXIMUM REMALTY
FOR A 4Y<0R, 10 YEORS It PRIZOI (THE MAXIMUM  ADULT
PEMALTY IS VEATH), (CU¥MEMT, THE PARALLELS YITH
HEETEE ALG PUNISAWERTY STRIKF )8 A8 MORE THAHY
CASUAL: RODIONOY, LIKE RASKOL'NILOY, IS THE "INEALY
00 OF A ME000Y FAYILYS FIS WEALTHY VICTIM, Al=
THOUGH 0T A PALMAROKER, ALSN MAKES HER MNNEY
TLLICITLY, SUNETUE A "BPZVATE" HITEL 1V HER HOME}S
PORINMoY I8 APREEHENDED ?“UGH THE u)ry nE A
CLEVER PRUCURATO® wHO “EC:' £g UBSESSED MITH THE
CASE; "=NLI0K" I35 RaSKOLYMIKQV'S FIRET NAME,

THESE LITERARY DETAILS SUGGEST THAT THE ARTICLE

IS To 8nN%E DEGREE A FICTION, ITS AIM 0T DRJECTIVE
REPORTING BUT -0PAL INSTRUCTIONS ALL CRIMES WILL,
Ii' THE £, BE CISCOVERED, EbD CRMMENT,)

B, CO# nr‘7 THE CRIMES REPRRTER BRY LUK COUTACTS,
UL IKE THE Qk T THE PRES8, ARE NEVER 80OLVED, MUGGERS
ART VU«ﬁfl*PQ pOUTINUE T ROAN THE STRFETS, THEIR
EXTITENCE A Fﬂrr OF PﬁILY LIFE X' LENIMGRAD, THE
CAUSES MF CRIF% HERE, A3 CITED BY THE Pﬁfot, APE .
FavIpIakr TO pry ??ERIC%' CITY D0BELLEFRS YOUNME PENPLE'S
ALTEMAT ey Un&TABLE FANILY LIFE, JUVENILE UHEMPLOYw
MEAT (URPACABYITIZINY, Al ﬂ ALCOHDLIZM, MANY OF OCUR
cn TACTS BEE T+% INCREASE OF VICLEMNT CHIVE, ALONG
WITH THE DECLIVE IM THE FOLD SUPPLY, A8 EVILENCE OF
THE DECAY OF THE STYIET 8ICIAL ATD ECDNOMIC SYSTEM,
END COMFEST, ®59UIPE

Exy OF o38N 0E cﬂnFIPF ITIAL
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